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Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits whether 


they are of God, becauſe many falſe prophets are gone out 
into the world, 


1. 5 apoſtolical age was an age of the greateſt 
out- pouring of the Spirit of God that ever was. 
And that both as to the extraordinary gifts of the 
ſpirit, and alſo as to his ordinary operations, in cone 
vincing, converting, enlightening and ſanctifying the 
ſouls of men, But as the influences of the true ſpirit 
abounded, ſo counterfeits did alſo then abound : the 
devil mimicking, both the ordinary and extraordinary 
influences of the Spirit of God. This made it neceſſary 
that the church of Chriſt ſhould be furniſhed with ſome 
certain rules and diſtinguiſhing marks, by which ſhe 
might proceed ſafely in judging of ſpirits, and diftin- 
uiſhing the true from the falſe. The giving ſuch rules 
is the Thien of this chapter, where we have this mat- 
ter expreſsly treated of. The Apoſtle here, of ſet pur- 
pole undertakes to ſupply the church of God with ſuch 
marks of the true ſpirit as may be plain and ſafe, au. 
ſurely diſtinguiſhing, and well accommodated to uſe 
and practice. And that the ſubjett might be clearly 
and ſufficiently handled, he inſiſts upon it throughout 
the chapter: which makes it wonderful that what is 
Taid in this chapter, is no more taken notice of at this 
time, when that which is ſo remarkable appears; ſuch 
an uncommon operation on the minds of the people 
and there is ſuch a variety of opinions concerning it, 
and ſo much talk about the Work of the Spirit, 

2. The Apoſtle is led to diſcourſe on this ſubject by an 
occaſional mention of the indwelling of the ſpirit, as 
the {ure evidence of an intereſt in Chriſt, in the laſt 
verſe of the foregoing chapter. Ile that keepeth his 
commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him; and 


Hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit 
| | Which 
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which he hath given us.“ Whence we may infer, that 
his defign in this chapter is, not only to give marks 
whereby to diſtinguiſh the true ſpirit from the falle, in 
his extraordinary gifts of prophecy and mitacles ; but 
alſo in his ordinary influences on the minds of his 
people, 

g. The words of the text are an introduction to this 
diſcourle, of the diſtinguiſhing ſigns of the true and 
falſe ſpirit, Before the Apoſtle proceeds to lay dowre 
theſe ſigns, he exhorts the chriſtians he writes to, to 
care in this matter. And 1. Here is the duty of trying 
the ſpirits urged, with a caution annexed, againſt over 
credulouſneſs: “ Beloved, believe not every ſpirit, but 
try the ſpirits whether they are of God.” The necel- 
fity of this duty is ſhewn from this, that there were 
many counterfeits, 4+ becauſe many falſe prophets were 
gone out into the world,” And theſe did not only 


pretend to have the Spirit of God in his extraordinary 


gifts, but alfo to be eminently holy perſons: to have 
much of his ordinary influences on their hearts, We 
are therefore to look upon theſe words as a direction to 


try their pretences to the Spirit of God, in both theſe. 


reſpects, 
4. After the Apoſtle had thus warned chriſtians, with 


refpe& to the trial of ſpirits, he immediately proceeds 


to give them rules, by which they may ſafely proceed in 
judging of every thing that has the pretext of heing 
either the ordinary, or extraordinary work of the Spirit 


of God, 


My deſign therefore is to ſhew what are the true, 


certain, and diſtinguiſhing evidences of a Work of the 
Spirit of God, by which we may procecd ſafely in 
Judging of any opcration we find in ourſelves, or ſee in 
others. 

5, And here I would obſerve, that we are to take the 
ſcriptures as our guide 1n this and in all cafes, This is 
the ſtanding Rule which God has given to his Church, 
to guide them in all things, relating to their fouls, And 
doubtleſs that Spirit that indited the Scriptures knew 
how to give us good rules, by which to diſtinguiſh his 
operations, from all that is falſely pretended to be from 
him. And ſecing he has done this, in the chapter 
wherein 1s the text; and done it more particularly and 
fully than any where elſe; in my prelent difcourſe I 
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ſhall go no where elſe for marks of the trial of the ſpirits, 


but ſhall confine myſelf to thoſe that I find here, 


But before I proceed particularly to ſpeak to theſe 
things, I would prepare my way by firſt obſerving ne- 
gatively, in ſome inſtances, what are not ſigns that we 
are to judge of a Work by, whether it be the work of 
the Spirit of God or no. And eſpecially, what are no 
Evidences that a work that is wrought amongſt a peo— 
ple, is not the work of the Spirit of God, 

6. Firſt, Nothing can certainly be concluded from 
this, That the work that appears 1s carried on in a wav 
very unuſual and extraordinary, It is no ſign that a 
work is not the work of the Spirit of God, that is car- 
Tied on in ſuch a way as the ſame Spirit heretofore has 
not been wont to carry on his work; provided the va— 
riety or difference be ſuch, as may ſtill be comprehended 
within the limits of thoſe rules which the Scriptures 
have given to diſtinguiſh a work of the Spirit of God 


by. What we have been uſed to, or what the church 


of God has been uſed to, is not a rule by which we are 


to judge, whether a work be the work of God, becauſe 


there may be new and extraordinary works of God, 
God has heretofore wrought in an extraordinary man» 
ner; he has brought thoſe things to paſs that have been 
new things, ſtrange works; and has wrought in ſuch a 
manner as to ſurprize both men and angels: and as God 
has done thus in times paſt, ſo we have no reaſon to 
think but that he will do ſo ſtill. The prophecies of 


ſcripture give us realon to think, that God has ſtill new 


things to accomplith, things that have never yet been 


ſeen. No deviation from what has hitherto been uſual, 
let it be never ſo great, is an argument that a work is 
not the work of the Spirit of God, if it be no deviation 
from the rule that God has given, to judge of a work 
of his Spirit by, The Spirit of God is ſovereign in his 
Operations and we know that he uſes a great variety; 
and we cannot tell how great a variety he made uſe, 
within the compaſs of the rules he himſelf has fixed, 
We ought not to limit God where he has not limited 


himſelf, If a work be never ſo different from what 


has formerly been, yet if it agrees in thoſe things that 
the word of God has given us, as the diſtinguiſhing 
Signs of a Work of his Spirit, that is ſufficient to deter- 


mine us in its favour, 
| 7. There- 
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5. Therefore it is not reaſonable to determine that a 
work is not the work of God's ſpirit, becaule of the ex- 
traordinary degree in which the minds of perſons are 
influenced, If they ſeem to have an extraordinary 
conviction of the dreadful nature of fin, and a very 
uncommon ſenſe of the miſery of it, or extraordinary 
views of the certainty and glory of divine things; and 
are proportionably moved with very extraordinary af- 


fections of fear and ſorrow, deſire, love or joy: or- if 


the change that ſeems to be made in perſons be very 
"ſudden, and the work carried on with very unuſual 
twiftneſs, and the perſons that are thus ſtrangely affec- 
ted are very many, and many of them are very young; 
and alſo be very unuſual in many other circumſtances, 
not infringing upon ſcripture marks of a work of the 
ſpirit; theſe things are no argument that the work is not 
a work of the Spirit of God, 

The extraordinary degree of influence, if in its na- 
ture it be agreeable to the rules and marks given in 
icripture, is rather an argument in its favour ; for by 
how much the higher degree that is in, which is in its na- 
ture agreeable to the rule, ſo much the more 1s there of 
conformity to the rule, and ſo much the more evident is 
that conformity, 

3, There is a great aptneſs in perſons to doubt of 
things that are ſtrange; eſpecially, it is difficult for el- 
derly perſons to think that to be right, which they have 
been never uſed to, and have not heard of in the days 
of their fathers, But if it be a good argument that a 
work is not from God, becaule it is very unuſual, then 
it always was ſo, and was ſo in the Apoſltle's days. For 


the work of the Spirit of God that was wrought then, 


was carried on in a manner, that in very many reſpetts 
was altogether new, There were ſuch things then, as 
neither the Jews then living, nor their fathers, had 
ever {cen or heard, Yea ſuch as never had been ſnce 
the world ſtood: the work was carried on with more 
viſible and remarkable power than ever had b-en be- 
fore; never were there ſeen before ſuch mighty and 
wonderful effects of the Spirit of God, in ſuch ſudden 
changes, and ſuch great eugagedneſs and zeal in fuch 
multitudes ; ſuch a great and {udden alteration in towns, 
cities, and countries; {ſuch a ſwift progreſs, and vaſt ex- 


tent of the work. 
A 3 And 


T 
1 
1 
1 
8 
; : 
Ty 
o 
* 


. = Pur B i £2 
= Bat A | 
Fe wy . - 8 — of 
. oc. — ao, ca. — — — — 


' l 
|} 

** 

y 1 
b F 
0) 
1 
1 


— 


| 


— 


_ 


| ? 1 4. 
«+ et —— BC. 


# 


OCR -R 7 — — — 


— 


——— rr r . ˙ OS ROTO ÜT OO ROWS NR —— 
— 
— 
* 


—— EI 


0 —2 te——_———_rg 


— 


———— — — te — - - . aw - 
a ——ñj— Os LI —— —— 4 — — 


6: DISTINGUISHING MARKS 


And we have reaſon from ſcripture prophecy to ſup- 
pole, that at the commencement of the laſt and greateſt 
out-pouring of the Spirit of God, the manner of the 
work will be very extraordinary, and ſuch as never has 
yet been ſeen ; ſo that there ſhall be occaſion then to 
ſay, as in Iſaiah Ixvi, 8. Who hath heard ſuch a thing? 
Who hath ſeen ſuch things? Shall the earth be made 
to brin : forth in one day? Shall a nation be born at 
once? For as ſoon as Zion travelled, ſhe brought forth 
her children.“ It may be reaſonably expected that the 
extraordinary manner of the work then, will bear ſome 
Proportion to the very extraordinary events, and that 
glorious change in the ſtate of the world, God will be 
about to bring to pals by it, 

9. Secondly, A work is not to be judged of by any 
effects on the bodies of men; ſuch as tears, trembling, 
groans, loud outcries, agonies of body, or the failing of 
bodily ſtrength. The influence the minds of perſons 
are under, is not to be judged of one way or the other, 
whether it be from the Spirit of God or no, by ſuch ef- 
fc&s on the body; and the reaſon is, becauſe the ſctip- 
ture no where gives us any ſuch rule. We cannot con» 
clude that perſons are under the influence of the true 
ſpirit, becauſe we ſee ſuch effects upon their bodies, be- 
cauſe this is not given as a mark of the true ſpirit : nor, 
on the other hand, have we any reaſon to conclude, 
from any ſuch outward appearances, that perſons are 
not under the influence of the Spirit of God, becauſe 
there is no rule of ſcripture given us to judge of ſpirits 
by, that does either exprelsly or indirectly exclude ſuch 
ellects on the body; nor does reaſon exclude them, It 
is eaſily accounted for from the nature of divine and 
eternal things, and the nature of man, and the laws of 
the union between ſoul and body, how a true and pro- 
per ſenſe of things, ſhould have ſuch effects on the 
body, even thoſe that are of the moſt extraordinary 
kind; ſuch as taking away the bodily itrength, or 


throwing the body into great agonies, and extorting_ 
loud outcries, There are none of us but ſuppoſe, 
that the miſery of hell is ſo dreadful, and eternity fo vaſt, 


that if a perſon ſhould have a clear apprehenſion of that 


miſery as it is, it would be more than his feeble frame 
could bear; and eſpecially, if at the ſame time he ſaw- 
himiclt in great danger of it, and to be- utterly uncer- 


tain 
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tain whether he ſhould be delivered from it, vea, and 
to have no ſecurity from it one day or hour, We need 
not then wonder, that when perlons have a very great 
ſenſe of that which is fo amazingly dreadful, and allo a 
great view of their own wickedneſs and God's anger, 
things ſeem to them to forebode immediate deſtruc- 
tion, We ſee the nature of man to be ſuch, that 
when he 1s in danger of {ome calamity that is very ter- 
rible to him, he is ready upon every occaſion to think 
that now 1t is coming: as when perſons hearts are full 
of fear, in time of war, they are ready to tremble at the 
ſhaking of a leaf, and to expect; the enemy every mi- 
nute, and to ſay within themlelves, now I ſhall be ſlain, 
It we ſhould ſuppoſe that a perſon ſaw himſelf hanging 
over a great pit, full of tierce and glowing flames, by a 
thread that he knew to be very weak, and not ſufficient 
long to bear his weight, and knew that multitudes had. 
been in ſuch circumſtances before, and that moſt of 
them had fallen and periſhed; and ſaw nothing within 
reach that he could take hold of to ſave him; what 
diſtreſs would he be in? How ready to think that now 
the thread was breaking; now. this minute he ſhould 
be ſwallowed up in thele flames? And would not he 
be ready to cry out in ſuch circumſtances? How much 
more thoſe that fee themſelves in this manner hanging 
over an infinitely more dreadful pit, or held over it in 
the hand of God, whom at the ſame time they ſec to be 


exceedingly provoked? No wonder they are ready to. 


expect every moment when this angry God will let 
them drop; and no wonder they cry out of their miſery 
and no wonder that the wrath of God, when manifeſted. 
but alittle to the ſoul, over-bears human ſtrength, 

10. So it may calily be accounted for, how a true 


ſenſe of the glorious excellency of the Lord Jeſus- 


Chriſt, and of his dying love, ſhould be ſuch as to. 
overcome the bodily ſtrength, We all own, that no 
man can {ce God and live; and that it is but a very 
{mall part of that apprehenſion of the glory and love. 
of Chriſt, which the ſaints in heaven enjoy, that our 
preſent frame can bear: therefore it is not at all ſtrange 
that God ſhould ſometimes give his ſaints ſuch foretaſtes 
of heaven, as to diminiſh their bodily ſtrength, 

11. But ſome object againſt ſuch extraordinary ap- 
Pearances, that we have no inſtances of them recorded 

in 
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8 DISTINGUISHING MARKS 


in the New Teſtament, If this ſhould be allowed, I 
fee no force in the objeRion, ſince neither reaſon, nor 
any rule of ſcripture excludes ſuch things. I do not 
know that we have any expreſs mention in the New 
Teſtameut of any perſon's weeping, or groaning, or 
ſighing, through fear of hell, or a ſenſe of God's anger; 
but is there any body ſo foolilh as from hence to argue, 
that in whomſovever theſe things appear, their convic- 
tions are not from the Spirit of God? And the reaſon 
why we do not argue thus, is, becauſe theſe are ealily 
accounted for, from what we know of the nature of 
man, and from what the ſcriptures inform us in general, 
concerning the nature of eternal things, and the nature 
of the convictions of God's ſpirit; ſo that there is no 
nced that any thing ſhould be ſaid in particular con— 
cerning theſe external, circumſtantial effects. But 
though they are not particularly recorded, yet there is 
great reaſon to think, from the general accounts we 
have, that it couid not be otherwiſe: and that That 
reat out-pouring of the Spirit which then was, was not 
wholly without thoſe extraordinary effects on perton's 
bodies. The Jaylor, in particular, ſeems to have been 
an inſtance of that nature, when he, in the utmoſt diſ- 
treſs and amazement, came trembling, and fell down be- 
fore Paul and Silas e his falling down at that time does not 
peer a deſigned putting himlelf into a poſture of ſup- 
ation; for he ſeems not to have laid any thing to them 


__ then ; but he firſt brought them out, and then he lays to 


them, Sirs, what muſt I do to be ſaved? Acts vi. 29, 
go. The Plalmiſt gives account of himſelf crying out 
aloud; and of a great weakening of his body, under con- 
victions, and a fenſe of the guilt of fin, Pſal. xxxii. 3, 4. 
% When I kept lence my bones waxed old, through my 
roaring all the day long; for day and night thy hand 
was heavy upon me, my moiſture is turned into the 
drought of ſummer,” 

12. We read cf the diſciples, Matt, xiv. 26. that 
when they ſaw Chriit coming to them in the form, and 
took him for ſome terrible enemy, they cried out for 
fear ; Why therefore ſhould it be thought ſtrange, that 
perſons ſhould cry out tor fear, when God appears to 
them as their terrible enemy, and they ſee themlelves in 
danger of being ſwallowed up in the bottomleſs gulph 
of eternal miſery | | 
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13. It is a weak ohjection, that the impreſſions En- 
thuttaſts are under, have been wont to have a great ef- 
Fett on their bodies, That the Quakers uſed to tremble, 
is no argument thai Paul, and the jaylor did not trem- 
ble from real convictions of conſcience, Indeed all 
ſuch obj-&tions from eflects on the body, let them be 
greater or les, ſeem to be exceeding frivolous; they 
that argue from hence, are going in the dark, They 
know not what ground they go upon, nor what rule 
they go by. The root and cauſe of things is to be 
looked at, and the nature of the operations and affec— 
tions that perſon's minds are under, are what are to be 
enquired into, and examined by the rule of God's 
word, and not the mutions of the blood and animal 
{pirits, | 

14. Thirdly, It is no argument that an operation on 
the minds of a people, 1s not the 'work of the Spirit of 
(God, that it occaſions a great ado, and a great deal of 
noiſe about religion. For though true religion does 
not delight in the applauſe of men, yet ſuch is human 
nature, that it is morally impollible there ſhould be a 
great and general concern, and engagedneis of mind 
„ amongſt a people, and yet but little lard or done, that 
ſhould be publicly obſervable; or that it ſhould not 
| cauſc a viſible and open commotion and alteration 
amongſt that people. 
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Surely, it is no argument that the minds of perſons 
. are not under the 1afluence of God's Spirit, that they are 
J very much moved, For eternal things are fo great, and 
1 of ſuch vaſt concern, that there is great ablurdity in 


men's being but moderately moved by them. And 
when was there ever any ſuch thing ſince the world 
ſtood, as a people in general being greatly affected in 
any affair whatioever, without noiſe or ſtir? The nas 
ture of man will not aliow 1t, 

15. Indeed Chriſt ſays, Luke xvii, 20. The kings 
: dom of God cometi not with oblervation :;?** that is, not 
ö with outward and viſible pomp, And yet it {hall not 
| be ſct up in the world, on the ruins of Satan's king= 
dom, without a mighty change in the ſtate of things; 
to the obſervation and aſtoniſhment of the whole world, 
This is declared in the prophecies of ſcripture, and by 
Chriſt himſelf, in this very place, in his own explana- 
tion of thoſe very words, ver, 24. For as the light- 
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ning that lighteth out of one part under heaven, ſhineth 
unto the other part under heaven, ſo ſhall alſo the Son 
of Man be in his day.” This 1s to diſtinguiſh Chriſt's 
coming to ſet up his kingdom, from the coming of falſe 
chriſts, Which he tells us will be in a private manner in 
the deſerts, and in the ſecret chambers, whereas this 
event ſhou}d be open and public, in the fight of the 
whole world, like lightning that cannot be hid, but 
glares in every one's eyes, and ſhines from one ſide of 
heaven to the other. 
Accordingly we find, that when Chriſt's kingdom 
came, by that remarkable pouring out of the Spirit in 
the Apoſtle's days, it occaſioned a great ſtir and ado 
every where, What a mighty oppoktion was there in 
Jeruſalem, on occafion of that great effuſion of the 
Spirit there? And ſo what great ado in Samaria, An- 
tioch, Epheſus, Corinth, and other places; the affair 
filled the world with noiſe, and gave occalion to ſome 
to ſay of the Apoſtles, that * they had turned the world 
upſide down.“ Acts xvii, 6. 
16. Fourthly, It is no argument that an operation on 
the minds of a people, is not the work of the Spirit of 
God, that many who are the ſubjects of it, have great 
impreſſions on their imaginations, That perſons have 
many impreſſions on their 2 does not prove 
that they have nothing elſe. It is eaſy to be accounted 
for, that there ſhould be much of this nature amongſt 
a people, where a great multitude of all kinds of con- 
ſtitutions, have their minds engaged, with intenſe 
thought and itrong affection, about thoſe things that 
are inviſible, Yea, it would be ſtrange if there ſhould 
not. We cannot think of things inviſible, without a 
degree of imagination, I dare appeal to any man, 
whether he is able to fix his thoughts on Chriſt, or the 
things of another world, without imaginary ideas at- 
tending his meditations? And the more engaged the 
mind 1s, the more lively and ſtrong will the imaginary 
idea ordinarily be; eſpecially when the contemplation 


View a perſon has is new, and takes ſtrong hold of the 
| yang, either fear or joy; and when the change is 
udden, from a contrary extreme, as from that which 


was extremely dreadful, to that which is extremely de- 
lightful, And it is no wonder that many perſons do not 
| well 


is attended with any thing of ſurprize, As when the 
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OF A WORK OF THE SPIRIT. 18 


well diſtinguiſh b=:ween that which is imaginary, and 
that which is intellectual and ſpiritual : and that they 
are apt to lay too much weight on the imaginary part, 
and ate molt ready to ipeak of that in the account they 
give of their expetiences, eſpecially perſons of leſs un- 
deͤeerſtanding. 
| 17. As God has given us ſuch a faculty as the imagi- 
nation, and has ſo made us, that we cannot think of 
things ſpiritual and inviſible, without ſome exerciſe of 
this faculty, ſo it appears to me that this is really help- 
ful to the other faculiies of the mind, when a proper 
ule is made of it, though often, when the imagination 
is ſtrong, and the other faculties weak, it over-bears 
them. And it appears to me manifeſt in many in— 
ſtances, that God hath made uſe of this faculty to truly 
divine purpoles ; eſpecially in ſome that are more igno— 
| rant: he ſeems to condeſcend to their circumſtances, 
'- _ and deals with them as babes; as of old he inſtructed 
% his church while in a ſtate of 1gnorance and minority, 
by types and outward repreſentations, I can ſec no- 
thing unreaſonable in {uch a ſuppolition, Let othcrs 
that have much occaſion to deal with ſouls in ſpiritual 
concerns, judge whether experience do not confirm it. 
2 18. Fifthly, It is no ſign that a work wrought on the 
minds of people is not from the Spirit of God, that ex- 
ample is made uſe of as a great means of it. It is ſurely 
no argument that an effett 1s not from God, that means 
| are made ule of in producing it; and it is no more an 
argument, that this means 1s made uſe of, than if it was 
any other means. It is agreeable to {cripture that per- 
ſons ſhould be influenced by one another's good exam- 
ple: the ſcripture directs us to ſet good examples to 
that end, Matt. v. 16, 1 Pet. iii. 1. 1 Tim. iv. 12. Tit. 
11, 7. and alſo directs us to be influenced by the good 
examples that others ſet, and to follow them, 2 Cor, 
viii. 1—7., Heb. vi. 12, Phil. iii. 17. 1 Cor. iv. 16. 
and chap. x1. 1. 2 Theſſ. iii. 9. 1 Theſl. i. 7. By which 
it appears, that example is one of God's means; and 
certainly it 1s no argument, that a work is not the work 
of God, that God's own means are made uſe of to 
effect it. | 
18, And as this is a ſcriptural way of carrying on 
God's work, ſo it is a reaſonable way, It is no argu- 
ment that men are not influenced by reaſon, that they 
Are 
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12 DISTINGUISHING MARKS 


are influenced by example. This way of perſons hold- 
ing forth truth to one another, has a tendency to en- 
lighten the mind, and to convince reaſon, None will 
deny, but that for perſons to ſignify things one to ano- 
ther by words, may rationally tend to enlighten their 
minds, But the ſame thing may be ſignifed by actions, 
and that more fully and efteftually, Words are of no 
uſe but as they convey our ideas to others; and this, 
actions, in ſome caſes, may do more fully. There is a 
language in actions; and in ſome caſes, much more clear 
and convincing than in words, 

It is therefore, no argument againſt the goodneſs of 
the effect, that one affects and ſtirs up another; or that 

erſons are greatly affected by ſeeing others ſo; yea, 
though the impreſſion that 1s made upon them ſhould be 
only by ſeeing the tokens of extraordinary affection in 
ethers, without hearing them ſay one word, There 
may be a language ſufficient in their behaviour only, to 
_ convey their minds to others, and to ſignify to them 
the ſenſe of things they have, more than can poſlibly be 
done by words, If a perſon ſhould fee another under 
fome extreme bodily torment, he might receive much 
more convincing evidence what he ſuffered, by his 
actions in his miſery, than he could do by the words of 
a relator, In like manner, he might receive a greater 
idea of any thing that is delightful, from the behaviour 
of one that 1s in attual enjoyment, than by the narra- 
tion of another, I deſire this matter may be examined 
by the ſtricteſt reaſon, 

20. There never was yet a great revival of religion, 
but that example had a main hand in it, So it was in 
the time of the Reformation, and fo it evidently was in 
that great out-pouring of the Spirit that was in the 
Apoſtle's days, in Jeruſalem, and Samaria, and Ephe- 
ſus, and other parts of the world; as will be moſt ma- 
nifeſt to any one that attends to the accounts we have 
in the Acts of the Apoſtles: as in thoſe days one per- 
ſon was moved by another, ſo one city or town was in- 
fluenced by the example of another, 1 Theſſ. i. 7, 8, 
So that ye were enſamples to all that believe in Ma- 
cedonia and Achia, for, from you ſounded out the word 
of the Lord, not only in Macedonia, and Achia, but 
alſo in every place your faith to God-ward is ſpread 
abroad,” 

And 
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OF A WORK OF THE SPIRIT. 13 
And it is foretold, that the Work of God ſhould be 


carried on very much by this means, in the laſt great 
out-pouring of the Spirit, that ſhould introduce the 
glorious day of the Church, fo often ſpoken of in 
Scripture, Zach. viii. 21, 22, 23. And the inhabi- 
tants of one city ſhall go to another, ſaying, Let us go 
ſpeedily to pray before the Lord, and to ſeek the Lord 
of Hoſts: I will go alſo. Yea many people, and ſtrong 
nations ſhall come to ſeck the Lord of Hot in Terula- 
lem, and to pray before the Lord. Thus faith the Loi d 
of Hoſts, in thoſe days it ſhall come to pals, that ten 
men ſhall take hold, out of all languages of the nations, 
even ſhall take hold of the ſkirt of him that is a Jew, 
ſaying, We will go with you, for we have heard that 
God is with you,” | 
21, Sixthly, It is no ſign that a work that is wrought 
amongſt a people is not from the Spirit of God, That 
many that ſeem to be the ſubjects of it, are guilty of 
great imprudences and irregularities in their conduct.“ 
It is no wonder at all, that in a mixt multitude of all 
ſorts, wiſe and unwile, young and old, who are under 
{trong impreſhons of mind, there are many that behave 
themlelves imprudently, There are but few that know 
how to conduct them under vehement affeftions of any 
kind; to do ſo requires a great deal of diſcretion, and 
ſtrength, and ſteadineſs of mind. A thouſand * 
of 
the Spirit of God ; yea, if there be not only impruden- 
ces, but many things prevailing that are irregular, and 
really contrary to the rule of God's holy Word, That 
it ſhould be thus may be well accounted for, from the 
exceeding weakneſs of human nature, together with 
the remaining darkneſs and corruption of thoſe that 
are yet the ſubjects of the ſaving influences of God's 
Spirit, 

FWe have a remarkable inſtance in the New Teſta- 
ment, of a people that partook largely of that great ef. 
fuſion of the Grit, among whom there nevertheleſs 
abounded imprudences and irregularities; and that is 
the Corinthians. There is'ſcarce any church more ce- 
lebrated in the New Teſtament for being bleſſed with 
large meaſures of the Spirit of God; yet what mani- 
fold imprudences, yea, ſinful irregulari::1es, and {trange 
confuſion, did they run into, at the Lord's Supper, in 
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14 DISTINGUISHING MARKS 


other parts of public worſhip, in contention about their 


Teachers, and even in the exerciſe of their extraordi- 
nary gifts, though they ſpake and aQted by the imme- 
diate inſpiration of the Spirit of God. 

22. Nay, if we ſee great imprudences, and even ſin- 
ful irregularities in ſome, that are employed as great 


inſtruments to carry on the work, it will not prove it 


not to be the work of God, The Apoſtle Peter him- 
ſelf, one of the chief inſtruments of ſetting up the 
Chriſtian Church in the world, when he was actually 
engaged in this work, was guilty of a great and finful 
error in his conduct; of which the Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks, 
Gal. ii. 11, 12, 13. But when Peter was come to 
Antioch, I withſtood him to the face, becauſe he was 
to be blamed. For before that certain came from 
James, he did cat with the Gentiles, but when they 
were come, he withdrew, and ſeparated himſelf, fear- 
ing them that were of the circumciſion : and the other 
Jews diſſembled likewiſe with him; inſomuch that 
Barnabas alſo was carried away with their diſſimula— 
tion,” Now if the great pillar of the chriſtian church 
was guilty of ſuch an irregularity, is it any wonder if 
other leſſer inſtruments ſhould be guilty of many ir- 


_ regularities? 


2g. And here in particular, it is no evidence that a 
work is not the work of God, if many that are the ſub- 


jefts of it, or inſtruments to carry it on, are guilty of 


too great a forwardneſs to cenſure others as unconver- 
ted, either not duly apprehending the latitude the 
Spirit of God uſes ia the methods of his operations, or 
for want of making due allowance for that infirmity 
and corruption that may be left in the hearts of truc 
believers. | 

It is obſervable that there never was a time of great 


*- reformation, a ſpirit of zA in the church of God, 


but that it has been attended with irregularity, running 
out ſome way or other into an undue 8zverITY. Thus 
in the Apoſtle's days, a great deal of zeal was ſpent 
about unclean meats, both parties condemning one ano- 
ther, while St, Paul had charity for both: „He that 
eats, (ſays he,) to the Lord he cats, and giveth God 
thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth 
not, and giveth God thanks.“ So in the church of 
Corinth, they had got into the way of extolling ſome 
miniſters, 
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OF A WORK OF THE SPIRIT, 5 


miniſters, and cenſuring others, and were puffed up 
for one againſt another; but yet theſe things were no 
ſign that the work then carried on was not the work of 
God. After this, when religion was ſtill flouriſhing in 
the world, and a ſpirit of eminent holineſs prevailed, 
the zeal of chriſtians ran out into a very improper ſe- 
verity, in the exerciſe of church diſcipline towards de- 
linquents, And in that glorious revival of religion, in 
the time of the Reformation, zeal in many inſtances 
appeared in a very improper ſeverity, and even a de- 
gree of perſecution, Yea, in ſome of the moſt eminent 
reformers; as in the great Calvin in particular: and 
many were guilty of ſeverely cenſuring others that dif- 
fered from them in opinion, 

24. Seventhly, nor are © many errors in judgment, 
* and ſome deluſions of Satan intermixed with the 
« work,” any argument that the work, in general, 1s 
not the work of the Spirit of God, If many deluſions 
of Satan appear at the ſame time that a great religious 
concern prevails, it is not an argument that the work 
in general is not the work of God, any more than it 
was an argument in Egypt, that there were no true 
miracles wrought there, by the hand of God, becauſe 
Jannes and Fambres wrought falſe miracles at the ſame 
time by the hand of the devil. Yea, the ſame perſons 
may be the ſubjects of much of the influeaces of the 
8 . of God, and yet in ſome things be led away 

y the deluſion of the devil. And this is no more a 
bellt; than many other things that are true of real 
elievers, in the preſent ſtate, where grace dwells with 
ſo much corruption remaining for a while together in 
the ſame heart, Many good men have undoubtedly, 
in this and other ages, expoſed themſelves to grievous 
deluſions, by an aptneſs to lay too much weight on im- 
pulſes ang impreſſions, as if they were immediate re- 

rom God, to ſignify ſomething future, or to 

direct them where to go, and what to do. 
_ 25. Eighthly, if fome “ fall away into groſs errors, 
© ox ſcandalous praffices,” it is no argument that the 
work in general is not the work of the Spirit of God. 
That there are ſome counterfeits is no argument that 
nothing is true; ſuch things are always expected in a 
time of reformation. If we look into church hiſtory, 
We Me 4nd no in ſtance of # &7eat revival of religions 
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16 DISTINGUISHING MARKS 


but what has been attended with many ſuch things: 
inſtances of this nature in the Apoſtle's days were in- 
numerable, both of thoſe that fell away into groſs he- 
reſies, and alſo vile practices. And they were not only 
private chriſtians, but teachers, and officers, and emi- 
nent perſons in the chriſtian church; and ſome of 
whom God had endowed with miraculous gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, » | 

An inſtance of this nature was Nicolas, one of the 
ſeven deacons, who was looked upon by the Chriſtians 
in Jeruſalem, as a man full of the Holy Ghoſt, and was 
choſen out of the multitude of Chriſtians to that office, 
for that reaſon, Acts vi. g. 5. yet he afterwards fell 
away, and became the head of a ſect of vile heretics, 
of groſs practices, called from his name, the ſect of Ni- 
colaitans, Rev. 11. 6, and 15, p 

So in the time of the Reformation from Popery, how 
great was the number of thoſe that for a while ſeemed 
to join with the Reformers, that fell away into the 
groſſeſt and moſt abſurd errors and abominable prac- 
tices ? - 

And it is particularly obſervable, that in times of 
great pouring-out of the Spirit to revive religion ih the 
world, a number of thoſe that for a while ſeemed to 
partzke of it, have fallen off into whimſical and extra- 
vagant errors, boaſting of high degrees of ſpirituality, 
and condemning others as carnal, Thus it was with 
the Gnoſtics in the Apoſtle's time; and thus it was 
with ſeveral ſects of Anabaptiſts in the time of the Re- 
formation. And ſome of the leaders of thofe wild en- 
thuſiaſts, had been for a while, highly eſteemed by the 
firſt Reformers. 

And ſo in the beginning of New-England, when vital 
piety flouriſhed, ſuch things as theſe broke out, There- 
fore the devil's ſowing ſuch tares is no proof that a true 
work of the Spirit of God is not carried on, 

26, Ninthly, It is no argument that a work is not 
from the Spirit of God, © That it is promoted by mi- 
« niſters inſiſting very much on the terrors of God's 
« holy law, and that with a great deal of pathos and ear- 
« neſtneſs.”” If there be really a hell of dreadful and 
never-ending torments, whigh multitudes are in danger 
of, and which the greater part of men in Chriſtian 
countries do actually, from generation to generation, 
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fall into, for want of a ſenſe of the terribleneſs of it, 
and their danger, and ſo neglecting to take due care 
to avoid it; why then is it not proper for thole that 
have. the care' of ſouls ſhould take great pains to make 
men ſenſible of it? Why ſhould not they be told as 
much of the truth as can be? If I am in danger of 
going to hell, I ſhould be glad to know as much as poſ- 
{ible I can of the dreadfulneſs of it: If I am very prone 
to neglett due care to avoid it, he does me the belt kind- 
neſs, that does moſt to repreſent to me the truth of the 
caſe, that ſets forth my miſery and danger in the live- 
lieſt manner, 

I appeal to every one here, whether this 1s not the 
very courſe they would take in caſe any great tempo- 
rary calamity? If any of you that are heads of families 
ſaw one of your children in an houſe that was all on 
fire, that ſeemed inſenſible of its danger, and negleQed 
to eſcape, after you had often called to it, would you 
po on to ſpeak in a cold and indifferent manner? 

Vould not you cry aloud, and repreſent the danger it 
was in, and the folly in delaying, in the moſt lively 
manner you was capable of? If you ſhould continue 
to ſpeak to it only in a cold manner, as you are wont 
to do in ordinary converſation about indifferent mat= 
ters, would not thoſ: about you begin to think you 
were bereft of reaſon yourſelf? It is not the way of 
mankind, 1n temporal affairs of great moment, that re- 
quire earneſt heed and great halte, to ſpeak to others of 
their danger, and warn them but a little; and when 
they do it at all, in a cold indifforent manner: nature 
teaches men otherwiſe, If then we that have the care 
of fouls, knew what hell was, had ſeen the (tate of the 
damned, or by any other means, became ſenſible how 
dreadful their caſe was; and at the ſame time knew 
that the greater part of men went thither, and ſaw our 
hearers in imminent danger; and yet inſenſible of their 
danger, it would be morally impollible for us to avoid 
moit earneſtly ſetting before them the dreadf..lneſs of 
that miſery they were in danger of, and warning them 
to fly from it. | | 
27. When miniſters preach of hell, and warn finners 
to avoid it, in a cold manner, though they may ſay in 
words that it is infinitely terrible; yet (if we look on 
language as a communication of our minds to others) 
way. ki a | B 3 they 
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they contradict themſelves; for actions, as I obſerved 
before, have a language as well as words, And at the 
ſame time that ſuch a preacher's words repreſent the 
finner's ſtate, as infinitely dreadful, if his behaviour 
and manner of ſpeaking contraditt it, he deſerts his 
own purpole; for the language of his actions, is much 
more effettual than the bare ſignification of his words. 

Not that I think the law only ſhould be preached : 
miniſters may preach other things too little. The gol- 
pel is to be preached as well as the law, and the law is 
to be preached to make way for the goſpel. So 
that a miniſter ought not to inſiſt ſo much on the ter- 
rors of the law, as to forget his end, and neglect to 

reach the goſpel. But yet the law 1s. very much to be 
inſiſted on, and the preaching of the goſpel 1s like to 
be in vain without it. 
Indeed ſome talk of it as an unreaſonable thing to 
think to fright perſons to heaven, But I think it is a 
reaſonable thing to endeavour to fright perſons away 
from hell, that ſtand upon the brink of it, and are juſt 
ready to fall into it, and are ſenſeleſs of their danger, 
It is a reaſonable thing to fright a perſon out of an 
houſe on fire. The word fright is commonly uſed for 
ſudden, cauſeleſs fear, or groundleſs ſurprize ; but 
ſurely a juſt fear, that there is good reaſon for, though 
it be very great, is not to be ſpoken againſt under any 
ſuch name. 

28, Having thus ſhown, in ſome inſtances, what are 
not evidences that a work wrought among a people, is 
not a work of the Spirit of God, 

I proceed in the ſecond proce, to ſhew poſitively 
what are the ſure, diſtinguiſhing, ſcripture evidences 
and marks of a work of the Spirit of God, by which 
we may proceed in judging of any operation we find in 
ourſelves, or ſee among a people, without danger of 
being miſled. 

And in this, as I faid before, I ſhall confine myſelf 
wholly to thoſe marks which are given by the Apoſtle 
in this chapter, where this matter is particularly han- 
died, and more plainly and fully than any where elſe 
in the Bible. And in ſpeaking to theſe marks, I 
ſhall take them in the order which I find them in the 
chapter, | ; | 

I. Firſt, when the ſpirit that is at work amongſt a 

| | people 
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people is obſerved to raiſe their eſteem of that Jeſus that 
was, born of the Virgin, and was crucified without the 


gates at Jeruſalem ; and to confirm their minds in the 


truth of what the goſpel declares, of his being the Son 
of God, and the Saviour of men; it is a ſure ſign that 
that ſpirit is of God, This ſign the Apoſtle gives us 
in the ad and gd verſes, «© Hereby know ye the Spirit 
of God; every ſpirit that confeſſeth that Jeſus Chriſt is 
come in the fleſh, is of God; and every ſpirit that con- 
feſſeth not that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the fleſh, is not 
of God.“ This implies a confeſling not only that there 
was ſuch a perſon who did and ſuffered thoſe things 
that are recorded of him, but that That perſon was 
Chriſt, i. e. the Son of God, the Anointed of God to 
be Lord and Saviour, That thus much 1s implicd, is 
confirmed by the 15th verſe, where the Apoſtle is ſtill 
on the ſame ſubject of ſigns of the true ſpirit: © Who. 
ſoever ſhall confeſs that Jeſus is the Son of God, God 
dwelleth in him, and he in God.” 

And it 1s to be obſerved that the word confeſs, as it is 
often uſed in the New Teſtament, ſignifies more than 
merely allowing : it implies an eſtabliſhing a thing by 
teſtimony, and declaring it with eſteem and affettion ; 
Jo Matt. x. g2, © Whoſoever ſhall confeſs me before 
men, him will I confeſs before my Father which is in 
heaven.” Rom. xvi. 9, © I will confeſs to thee amon 
the Gentiles, and ſing unto thy name.“ And Phil, ii. 11, 
„That every tongue may confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father,” And that this 
is the force of the expreſſion here, is confirmed by that 
other place in the ſame epiltle, in the next chapter, at 
the 1ſt verſe, © Whoſoever believeth that Jeſus is the 
Chriſt, is born of God; and every one that loveth him 
that begat, loveth him alſo that is begotten of him.” 
And by that parallel place of St. Paul, where we have 
the ſame rule given to diſtinguiſh the true ſpirit from 
all counterfeits, 1 Cor, x11, 3, © Wherefore I give you 
to underſtand, that no man {peaking by the Spirit of 
God, calleth Jeſus accurſed,“ (or will ſhew an ill or 
mean eſteem of him) * and that no man can ſay that 
Jeſus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt.” 

So that if the ſpirit which is at work among a people, 
is plainly obſerved to work after that manner, as to 
convince them of Chriſt, and lead them to Chriſt; to 
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confirm their minds in the belief that he is the Son of 
God, and was ſent of God to ſave finners, and that he 
is the only Saviour, and that they ſtand in great need 
of him ; and to beget in them higher thoughts of him 
than they uſed to Fave: and to incline their affections 
more to him; it is a ſure ſign that it is the true and 
right ſpirit. | 

29, But the words of the Apoſtle are remarkable ; 
the perſon the ſpirit gives teſtimony to, and to whom 


he raiſes their eſteem, mult be that Jeſus that appeared 


in the fleſh, and not another Chriſt in his ſtead; nor 
any myſtical, fantaſtical Chriſt within, which diminiſhes 
their eſteem of, and dependance upon an outward 
Chriſt, or Jeſus as he came in the fleſh, ard leads 
them off from him. But the ſpirit that gives teſtimony 
for that Jeſus, and leads to him, can be no other than 
the Spirit of God, 

The devil has the moſt bitter and implacable enmity 
againſt that perſon, eſpecially in his character of the 
Saviour of men. He mortally hates the doctrine of his 
Redemption; he never would go about to beget in men 
more honourable thoughts of him, and ſo to incline 
them more to fear him, and lay greater weight on his 
inſtruftions and commands. The ſpirit that inclines 
men's hearts to the Seed of the War is not the 
ſpirit of the ſerpent. He that heightens men's eſteem 
of the glorious Michael, that Prince of the Angels, is 
not the ſpirit of the dragon that is at war with him. 

30. II. When the ſpirit that is at work operates 
againſt the intereſt of Satan's kingdom, which lies in 
eflabliſhing fin, and cheriſhing men's worldly luſts ; 
this is a ſure ſign that it is a true, and not a falſe ſpirit, 
This fign is given in the 4th and 5th verſes, * Ye are 
of God, little children, and have overcome them ; be- 
cauſe greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the 
world. They are of the world, therefore ſpeak they 
of the world, and the world heareth them.” Here it 
is evident the Apoſtle is ſtill comparing thoſe that are 
influenced by the two oppoſite kind of ſpirits, the true 
and the falſe, and ſhewing the difference; the one are 
of God, and overcome the ſpirit of the world; the 
other are of the world, and ſpeak and ſavour the things 
of the world, The ſpirit of the devil is, here called, 
He that is in the world,” Chriſt, ays, “ My king- 
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dom is not of this world.” But it is otherwiſe with 
Satan's kingdom; he is the god of this world. 

What the Apoſtle means by the world, or the things 
of the world, we learn by his own words, in the 2d 
chapter. Love not the world, neither the things that 
are in the world: if any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him: for all that is in the world, 
the luſt of the fleſh, and the luſt of the eyes, and the 
3 of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world,” 
50 that by the world, the Apoſtle evidently means 
every thing that appertains to fin, all the corruptions 
and luſts of men, and all thofe acts and objects by 
which they are gratificd. In theſe things lies the in- 
tereſt of his kingdom, who is “ the ſpirit that is in the 
world.“ 

So that we may ſafely determine, the ſpirit which 
works after ſuch a manner, as to leſſen men's eſteem of 
the pleaſures, profits and honours of the world, to take 
off their hearts from theſe things; and to engage them 
in a deep concern about eternal happineſs ; which puts 
them upon earneſt ſeeking the kingdom of God and his 
righteouſneſs, and convinces them of the dreadfulneſs 
of fin ; I ſay, the ſpirit that operates after ſuch a man- 
ner, mult needs be the Spirit of God, 

It is not to be ſuppoſed that Satan would go about to 
convince men of fin, and awaken the conſcience.” It 
can no way ſerve his end, to make the candle of the 
Lord ſhine the brighter, and to open the mouth of that 
Vicegerent of God in the foul, Would the devil, when 
he is about to eſtabliſh men in ſin, awaken the con- 
ſcience to ſee the dreadfulneſs of it, make them exceeds. 
ingly ſenſible of their miſery by reaſon of their paſt fins, 
and their great need of deliverance froin the guilt of 
them, and more careful, inquifitive, and watchful, to 
diſcern what is ſinful, and to avoid future fins; and ſo 
more afraid of the devil's temptations, and careful to 
guard againſt them ?' What do thoſe men do with their 
reaſon, who ſuppoſe that the ſpirit that operates thus, 
is the ſpirit of the devil? | 

31. Poflibly ſome may ſay, that the devil may awa- 
ken men's conſciences to deceive them, and make them 
think they are of God, while they are indeed in the gall 
of bitterneſs. But to this it may be replied, that the 
man that has an awakened conſcience is the leaſt likely 
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to be deceived of any man in the world : it is the 
drowſy, inſenſible, ſtupid conſcience, that is moſt cahly 
blinded, The more ſenſible conſcience is in a diſealed 
ſoul, the leſs eaſily is it quieted without a real liver 
The more ſenſible conſcience is made of the dreadful- 
neſs of fin, and of the greatneſs of man's own guilt, the 
leſs likely is he to reſt in his own righteoulnels, or to be 
pacihed with ſhadows. A man that has been thoroughly 
terrified with a ſenſe of his danger and miſery, is not 
eaſily flattered and made to believe himſelf ſafe, without 
good grounds, 

To awaken conſcience, and convince of the evil of 
ſin, cannot then tend to eſtabliſh fin, but certainly 
tends to make way for {in and Satan's being caſt out. 
Therefore this is a good argument that the ſpirit that 
operates thus, cannot be the ſpirit of the devil; if 
Chriſt knew how to argue, who told the Phariſees, that 
ſuppoſed the ſpirit he wrought by, was the ſpirit of the 
devil, „that Satan would not caſt out Satan,” Matt. 
X11. 25, 26. 

And therefore, if we ſee perſons made ſenſible of the 
dreadful nature of fin, and of the diſpleaſure of God 
againſt it, earneſtly concerned for their eternal ſalva- 
tion, ſenſible of their need of God's help, and engaged 
to ſeck it in the uſe of the means that God has àp- 

ointed, we may certainly conclude this is from the 
Spirit of God; whatever effects this concern has on 
their bodies; though it cauſes them to cry out aloud, or 
to ſhriek, or to faint, or though it throws them into 
convulſions, or Whatever other way the blood au 
{ſpirits are moved. | 

The influence of the Spirit of God is yet more abun- 
dantly manifeſt, if perſons have their hearts drawn off 
from the world, and weaned from the objects of their 
worldly luſts, and taken off from worldly purſuits, by 
the ſenſe they have of the excellency of divine things, 
and the affection they have to thoſe ſpiritual .enjoys 
mes of another world, that are promiſed in che 
80 Poel. ; ; 

32. III. That Spirit which operates in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to * cauſe in men a greater regard to the Holy 
Scriptures, and eſtabliſhes them more in their truth and 
divinity,” is certainly the Spirit of God. This fule 
the Apoſtle gives us in the Sth verſe; + Wears of 

| od; 


( 


a anc " uy r F 


OF A WORK OF TE SPIRIT. 23 


Goed; he that knoweth God heareth us: he that is not 
of God, heareth not us: hereby know we the ſpirit of 
truth, and the ſpirit of error,” « We are of God;” 
that is, „We the Apoſtles, are ſent forth of God, and 
appointed of him, to teach the world, and to deliver 
that doctrine, thoſe inſtruftions that are to be their 
rule; therefore he that knoweth God, heareth us, &c.“ 
The Apoſtle's argument equally reaches all that, in the 
ſame ſenſe, „ are of God; ” that 1s, all thoſe whom 
God appointed to deliver to his Church its rule of faith 
and practice; all the Prophets and Apoſtles, whoſe 
dottrine God has made the foundation on which he 
has built his Church, The devil never would go about 
to beget in perſons a regard to that divine Word, 
which God hath given to be the great and ſtanding 
rule for the direction of his Church in all ages. A 
ſpirit of deluſion will not incline perſons to ſcek di- 
rection at the mouth of God. To the law and to the 
teltimony,” is never the cry of thole evil ſpirits that 
e have no light in them.” It is God's own direction 
to diſcover their deluſions, Iſa, viii. 19, 20, And 
when they ſhall ſay unto you, Seck unto them that 
have familiar ſpirits :=To the law, and to the teſti- 
mony ; if they ſpeak not according to this word, it is 
becauſe there is no light in them,” The devil does not 
ſay the ſame as Abraham did, * They have Moſes and 


the Prophets, let them hear them: Nor the ſame that 


the voice from heaven did concerning Chriſt, “ Hear 
ye him.” Would the ſpirit of error, in order to de- 
ceive men, beget in them an high opinion of the infal- 
lible rule, and incline them to think much of it, and 
be very converſant with it? Would the Prince of 
darkneſs, in order to promote his kingdom of darkneſs, 
lead men to the ſun ? The devil has ever ſhewn a mor- 
tal hatred towards that holy book, the Bible : he has 
done all that has been in his power to extinguiſh that 
light, and to draw men off from it: he knows that it 
is that light by which his kingdom of darknels is to be 
overthrown, He has had for many ages experience of 
its power to defeat his purpoſes, and baffle his 8 
It is his conſtant plague: It is the main weapon which 
Michael uſes in his war with him: It is the ſword of 
the ſpirit that pierces him, and conquers him: It is 
that great, and ſore and ſtrong ſword, with which God 
punches 
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puniſhes Leviathan, that crooked ſerpent. It is that 
tharp ſword that we read of, Rev, xix. 15, * that pro- 
ceeds out of the mouth of him that ſat on the horſe,” 
with which he ſmites his enemies. Every text is a dart 
to torment the old ſerpent: he has felt the dungs 
ſmart thouſands of times; aud conſequently 1s enrage 
againſt the Bible, and hates every word in it: and 
therefore we may be ſure that he never will go about 
to raiſe perſons eſteem of it, or affection to it. And 
accordingly we ſee it to be common in enthuliaſts, to 
depreciate this written rule, and ſet up ſome other rule 
above it. 

33. IV. Another rule to judge of ſpirits may be 
drawn from thoſe oppoſite compellations given to the 
two Sponge ſpirits, in the laſt words of the 6th verſe, 
« The ſpirit of truth, and the ſpirit of error,” Theſe 
words exhibit the two oppoſite characters of the Spirit 
of God, and other ſpirits. And therefore, if we ſee 
that a ſpirit operates as a ſpirit of truth, leading per- 
ſons to truth, convincing them of thoſe things that are 
true, we may ſafely determine it to be a right and true 
ſpirit. As for inſtance, if we obſerve that the ſpirit 
which is at work, makes men more ſenſible than they 
uſed to be, that there is a God, and that he is a great 
God, and a juſt God; and makes them more to realize 
it, that they muſt die, that life is ſhort, and very un- 
certain ; that there 1s another world ; that they have 
immortal fouls, and that they muſt give account of 
themſelves to God ; if it convinces them that they are 
excceding ſinful by nature and practice; and that they 
are helpleſs in themſelves; r them in other 
things that are agreeable to ſound doctrine: the ſpirit 
that works thus, operates as a Spirit of Truth: He re- 
preſents things as they are indeed : He brings men to 
the Light; and we may conclude, that it is not the 
ſpirit of darkneſs that doth thus diſcover and manifeſt 
the Truth. | 

34. V. If the ſpirit that is at work among a people 
operates as a ſpirit of love to God and man, it is a ſure 
ſign that it is the Spirit of God, This lign the Apoſtle 
inſiſts upon from the 6th verſe to the end of the chap- 
ter: © Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of 
God, and every one that loveth is born of God, and 
Knoweth God: He that loveth not, knoweth not God, 


for 
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for God is love, &c.” Here it is evident, that the 
Apoſtle is ſtill comparing thoſe two ſorts of perſons 
that are influenced by the oppoſite kinds of ſpirits; and 
mentions love as a mark by which we may know who 
has the true ſpirit : But this is eſpecially evident by the 
12th and 19th verſes, © If we love one another, God 
dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us: Hereby 
know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, becauſe 
he hath given us of his ſpirit.” In theſe veries Love is 
ſpoken of as if it were that wherein the very nature of 
the holy Spirit conſiſted ; or, as if divine Love dwells 
ing in us, and the ſpirit of God dwelling in us, were 
the ſame thing; as it is allo in the two laſt verſes of the 
foregoing chapter, and in the 16th verſe of this, There» 
fore this laſt mark he ſeems to ſpeak of as the molt emie 
nent; and ſo inſiſts much more largely upon it than 
upon all the reſt ; and ſpeaks expreſsly of both love to 
Cod and men; of love to men, in the ph, 11th, and 
12th verſes; and of love to God, in the 17th, 15th and 
19th verſes; and of both together, in the two laſt 
verſes; and of love to men, as ariling from love ta 
God, in theſe two laſt verles, 

Therefore, when the ſpirit that is at work amongit a 
people, works in them a delightiul ſenſe of the excel» 
lency of Jelus Chriſt; repreſenting him as the chief 
among ten thouland, altogether lovely, and makes him 
precious to the ſoul ; winning and drawing the heart 
with the wonderful, free love of God in giving his only 
begotten Son to die for us, and the wonderful dying 
love of. Chriit to us, who had no love to him, but were 
his enemies, as ver. 9, 10, © In this was manitelted the 
love of God towards us, becauſe that God ſent his only 
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through 
lim. Herein is love; not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and ſent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our ſins.” And ver. 16: And we have known, and 
believed the love that God hath to us.” And ver. 19, 
6 We love him, becaule he firſt loved us:“ When tae 
{pirit excites to love on theſe motives, and makes the 
{oul to long after God and Chriſt, and to live fo as to 
pleaſe and honour them; and alfo quells contentions 
among men, and gives a ſpirit of peace and good-will, 
excites to ads of outward kindneſs, and carneit deſires 
of the ſalvation of other ſouls; and cauſes a delight in 
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thoſe that _ as the children of God, and followers 
of Chriſt : hen a ſpirit operates after this manner, 
there 1s the higheſt evidence of a true and divine ſpirit, 

35. Indeed there is a counterfeit of love, that often 
appears amongit thoſe that are led by a ſpirit of delu- 
fon. But ſufficient is ſaid in this pailage of truly 
chriſtian love, to diſtinguiſh it from all ſuch counter- 
feits. It is love that ariſes from an apprehenſion of the 
wonderful riches of God's love to us, through Chriſt 
Jeſus; attended with a ſenſe of our own unworthinels, 
and a renunciation of all our own excellency and 
righteouſneſs, See ver. 9, 10, 11, and 19, The ſureſt 
character of true divine love, is, that it is an humble 
love, 1 Cor, x1ii, 4. Charity vaunteth not itſelf; is 
not puffed up.” When therefore we ſee love in per- 
ſons, attended with a ſenſe of their own littlenels, 
vileneſs, weakneſs, and utter inſufficiency ; and 10 
with ſelf-renunciation, and poverty of ſpirit, there arc 
the manifeſt tokens of the Spirit of God: He that thus 
dwells in love, dwells in God, and God in him. 

Love and humility are two things the moſt contrary 
to the {pirit of the devil, of any thing in the world; 
for the character of that evil ſpirit, above all things, 
conſiſts in pride and malice, 

36. Thus I have ſpoken particularly to the ſeveral 
marks the Apoſtle gives of a work of the true ſpirit, 
There are ſome of theſe things the devil would not do 
if he could: Thus, he would not awaken the con- 
ſcience, and make men ſenfible of their miſerable {tate 
by nature, by reaſon of fin, and of their great need of 
a Saviour. And he would not confirm men in a belief 
that Jeſus is the Son of God, and the Saviour of fin- 
ners, or raiſe their value and eſteem of him: He would 
not beget in men's minds an opinion of the neceility, 
uſcfulneſs, and truth of the holy ſcriptures, or incline 
them to hearken to them, or make much uſe of them; 
nor would he go about to ſhew men the truth, in things 
that concern their ſouls; to undeceive them, and lead 
them out of darkneis into light, and give them a view 
of things as they are indeed. And there are other 
things that the devil neither can nor will do: He will 
not give men a ſpirit of divine love or chriſtian humi— 
lity ; nor could he if he would: Thele things are as 
contrary as poſſible to his nature, And therefore, when 
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there is an extraordinary influence on the minds of a 
people, if theſe things are found in it, we are fafe in 
determining that it is the work of God, whatever other 
circumſtances it may be attended with, -whatever unſtru— 
ments are employed, Whatever methods are taken to 
promote it; whatever means a ſovereign God, whoſe 
judgments are a great deep, makes ule of to carry it on; 
and whatever motions there may be of the animal ſpi- 
rits, or whatever effects may be wrought on men's bo- 
dies. Theſe marks, that the Apoille has given, are 
ſufficient to ſtand alone, and iupport themſelves ; and 
wherever they are, they plainly new the finger of God, 
and are ſufficient to outweigh a thouſand ſuch objec- 
tions, as many make from oddities, irregularities, and 
errors in conduct, and the deluſions and ſcandals of 
ſome leeming believers. 
37. But here ſome may object what the Apoſtle ſays, 

in the 2 Cor. xi. 13, 14. Such are falſe apoſtles, de- 
ceitful workers, transforming themlelves into the apoſ- 
tles of Chriſt; and no marvel, for Satan himſelf is tranſ- 
formed into an angel of light.” 
To which I anſwer, that this can be no objection 
againſt the ſufficiency of theſe marks to diſtinguiſh the 
true ſpirit from the falſe ſpirit, in thoſe falle apoſtles 
and falſe prophets the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, in whom the 
devil was transformed into an angel of light; becauſe 
it is principally with a view to them that the Apoſtle 
gives theſe marks: as appears by the words of the text, 
6 Believe not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits, whether 
they are of God,” And this is the reaſon he gives, 
Becauſe many falſe prophets are gone out into the 
world :”—* There are many gone out into the world 
e that are the miniſters of the devil, that transform 
« themlelves into the prophets of God, in whom the 
„ ſpirit of the devil is transformed into an angel of 
„light; therefore try the {pirits by thele rules that TI 
& ſhall give you, that you may be able to diſtinguiſh 
ei the true ſpirit from the falſe Tpirit, under ſuch a crafty 
& diſguile.“ Thoſe falle prophets St. Jon ſpeaks of, 
are doubtleſs the lame fort of men with thoſe talle ap of 
tles, and deceitful workers, that St. Paul [peaks of, in 
whom * the devil was transformed into an angel of 
light:“ And therefore we may be {ure that theſe marks 
the Apoſtle gives, are eſpecially adapted to diilinguiſh 
C 2 between 
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between the*true ſpirit, and the devil transformed into 
an angel of light, becauſe they are given for that end, 
That is the Apoſtle's declared purpoſe, to give marks 
by which the true ſpirit may be diſtinguiſhed from that 
fort of counterfeits. 

38. Having thus done what I at firſt propoſed, in 
conſidering what are the certain, diſtinguiſhing marks, 
by which we may ſafely proceed in judging of any 
work that falls under our obſervation, whether it be the 
work of the Spirit of God or no, I now proceed to the 
application, 

I. From what has been laid, I will venture to draw 
this inference, viz, “ That that extraordinary influence 
de that has lately appeared on the minds of the people 
« abroad in this land, cauſing in them an uncommon 
© concern about the things of religion, is undoubtedly, 
1c in the general, from the ſpirit of God.“ There are 
but two things that need to be known in order to ſuch 
a work's being judged of, viz, Facts and Rules, The 
Rules of the word of God we have laid before us; and 
as to Facts, there are but two ways that we can come 
at them, ſo as to be in a capacity to compare them 
with the rules, either by our own oblertvation, or by 
information from others that have had opportunity to 
obſerve, 

As to this work that has lately been carried on in 
the land, there are ſo many things concerning 1t that 
are notorious, as, unleſs the Apoſtle Jon was out in 
His rules, are ſufficient to determine it to be in general, 
the Work of God. It is notorious that the ſpirit that 
is at work, takes off perſon's minds from the vanities 
of the world, engages them in a deep concern about 
eternal happineſs, puts them upon earncitly ſeeking 
their ſalvation, and convinces them of the dreadfulnels 
of fin, and of their own guilty and miſerable ſtate by 
nature, It is notorious that it awakens men's con- 
ſciences, and makes them ſenſible of the dreadfulneſs 
of God's anger, and cauſes in them a great defire and 
earneſt care and endeavour to obtain his favour, It is 
notorious that it puts them upon a more diligent im— 
provement of the means of grace which God has ap- 

ointed. It is alſo notorious, that, in general, it works 

in perſons a greater regard to the word of God, and 

deſire of hearing and reading of it. And it is noto- 
| riouſly 
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riouſly manifeſt, that the ſpirit in general operates as a 
ſpirit of truth, making perſons more ſenſible of what 
is really true, in thoſe things that concern their eternal 
{alvation : As that they mult die, and that life is very 
ſhoit and uncertain ; that there is a great and juit God, 
whom they are accountable to, and that they ſtand in 
great need of a Saviour, lt is furthermore notorious, 
that this ſpirit makes perſons more ſenſible of the va- 
lue of that Jelus that was crucified, and their need of 
him; and that it puts them upon earneſtly ſeeking an 
intereſt in him, It cannot be but theſe things 
ſhould be apparent to people in general through the 
land; for theſe things are not done in a corner. lhe 
work that has been wrought, has not been confined to 
a few towns, in ſome remote parts of the land, but has 
been carried on in many places, and in the principal 
and moſt populous, and public places in it, And it has 
now been continued for a conſid-rable time; fo that 
there has been a great deal of opportunity to obſerve 
the manner of the work, 

39. And here | would obſerve, that the nature and 
tendency of a ſpirit that is at work, may be detcr- 
mined with much greater certainty, when it is obſerved 
in a great multitude of people of all forts, and in va- 
rious places, that when it is only ſcen in a few, in ſomes 
part cular place, that have been much converſant ona 
with another, u few particular perſons may agree to 
Put a cheat upon others, But when the woik is {pread 
over great part of a country, in places diſtant one from 
another, among people of al! forts, ud all ages, andin 
multitudes of perſons of ſound mind, good underſtand- 
ing, and known integrity; there would be the greateit 
abſurdity in ſuppoſing that, by all the obſervation that 
can be made, for many months together, by thoſe that 
are moſtſiatimate with them in theſe affairs, and have 
long been acquainted with them, {till it cannot be de- 
termined what kind of influence the operation they are 
under, has upon people's minds; whether it tends to 
awaken their coniciences, or to ſtupify them; to in- 
cline them more to ſeck their ſalvation, or neglect it; 
whether it confirms them in a belief of the {criptures, 
or leads them to Deiſm; and ſo in other things. There 
is probably no particular perſon here prelent, that 
thinks himſelf to have a right to be treated as one of 

C3 | common 
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common ſenſe, and veracity, but what would think 
himſelf abuſed, if he ſhould declare to others, that «he 
had altered his mind in theſe and thoſe particulars; 
&« he now found himſelf convinced of the truth of this 
or that, that formerly he did not believe;” if thoſe 


He made ſuch a profeſſion to would not believe him, 


though they had long been converſant with him, and 
though he perſiſted in this profeſſion for many months 
together, and nothing appeared in him but what agreed 
thereto, But much more unreaſonable it would be, 
when ſuch profeſſions are made, not by a particular 
perſon only, but by great numbers of people, to ſup— 


| ag that they all agree in profeſſing what indeed they 


o not feel in their ſouls, 

40. Thoſe in whom have been the uncommon ap— 
pearances, whence have ariſen the main objections to 
this work, have bcen of two ſorts; either thoſe that 
have been in great diſtreſs, in an apprehenſion of their 
ſin and miſery ; or thoſe that have been overcome with 
a ſenſe of the greatneſs, wonderfulneſs, and excellency 
of divine things, Of the multitude of thoſe of the 
former ſort, that I have had opportunity to oblerve, 
there have been very few; but. by all that could be 
obſerved, their diſtreſs has ariſen from real proper èon— 
viction. And though I do not ſuppoſe, when ſuch 
things were oblerved to be common, that perfons have 
laid themſelves under thole violent reſtraints, to avoid 
outward manifeſtations of their diſtreſs, that perhaps 
they otherwiſe would have done ; yet there have been 
very few in whom there has been any appearance of 
feigning or affecting ſuch manifeſtations, and very many 
for whom it would have been undoubtedly impollible to 
avoid them. Generally thoſe that have been in theſe 
agonies have appeared to be in the perfect exerciſe of 
their reaſon ; and ſuch of them as were able to ſpeak, 
have been well able to give an account of the circum— 
ſtances of their minds, and the cauſe of their diſtreſs, 
in the time of it, and well able to remember, and give 
an account afterwards, I have knon a very few 
inſtances of thoſe, that in their gicat extremity, have 
for a ſhort ſpace been deprived, in fome meaſure, of 
the uſe of reaſon ; but among the many hundreds, and 
it may be thouſands, that have lately been brought to 


ſuch agonies, I never yet knew one, laltingly * 
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of their reaſon, In ſome that I have known. melan- 
choly as evidently been mixt; and when it is ſo, the 
difference is very apparent; their diſtreſſes are of ano- 
ther kind, and operate quite after another manner, 
It is not truth only that diſtreſſes them, but many vain 
ſhadows and notions, Some in their great diſtreſs have 
not been able to give an account of themſelves, or to 
explain the manner and cauſe of their trouble to others, 
But this will not be at all wondered at, by thoſe who 
have had much to do with ſouls under ſpiritual difficul- 
ties. Some things that they are ſenſible of, are alto. 
gether new to them, their ideas and inward ſenſations 
are new, and what they therefore know not how to ace 
commodate language to, or to find words to expreſs, 
And ſome who at firſt ſay, they know not what was the 
matter with them, on being particularly examined, have 
been able to repreſent their cafe, though of themſelves 
they could not find expreſſions ſo to do. 

41. Some fiy the terrors they think ſuch perſons are 
in, that have ſuch effects on their bodies, is only a 
fright, But certainly there ought to be a diſtinction 
made, between a very great fear, and extreme diſtreſs, 
arifing from an apprehenſion of ſome dreadful truth, 
that is a cauſe fully pruportionable to ſuch an effeR, 
and a needleſs, cauſeleſs fright; which eis of two kinds; 


1. either when perſons are terrified with that which is 


not the truth; {of this I have ſeen very few inſtances, 
unleſs in caſe of melancholy ;) or 2. when perſons are 
under a childiſh fright, only from ſome terrible out- 
ward appearance, and a general notion thence ariſing, 
that there is ſomething or other terrible, they know not 
what; without having in their minds the apprehenſion 
of any particular terribie truth whattvever, Ot ſuch a 
kind of fright I have leen very little appearance, either 
among old or young. 

Thole that are in ſuch extremity, commonly expreſs 
a great ſenſe of their exceeding wickednels, of their 
great guilt in the ſight of God; and the dreadfulnels of 
the puniſhment that fin expoſes to. Very often they 
have a lively idea of the horrible pit of eternal miſery; 
and at the ſame time the wrath of God appears amaz- 
ingly terrible to them: God appearing to them ſo. 
much provoked, they are appr-neniive he will not bear 


With them any longer; but will now forthwith fend 
. | | them 
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them down to the dreadful pit they have in view, 
Very many, in the midſt of their extremity, have been 
brought to an extraoidinary ſenſe of their fully deferv- 
ing that wrath and deſtruction, which is then before 
their eyes; and at the ſame time that they feared every 
moment it wo, ld be executed upon them, they have 
been greatly convinced it would be altogether juſt that 
it ſhould. And very often ſome texts of ſcripture, to 
that effect, has been ſet home upon their minds, where- 
by their minds have been calmed, and they have been 
brought, as it were, to he at God's feet, And after 
great agonies, a little before light has ariſen, they have 
been compolet and quiet, in a kind of ſubmiſlion to a 
juſt God; but their bodily ſtrength much ſpent; and 
ſometimes their lives, to appearance, almoſt gone, Then 
light has appeared, and a glorious Redeemer, with his 
wonderful all-iufficient grace, has been repreſented to 
them, often, in ſome {weet invitation of ſcripture, 
Sometimes the light comes in ſuddenly, ſometimes more 
gradually, filling their fouls with love, admiration, joy, 
and ſelf-abaſement ; drawing forth their hearts after 
the Redeemer, and defires to he in the duſt before 
him ; and wiſhing that others might behold and em- 
brace him; and !ongings to live to his glory; but ap- 
pearing vile in their own eyes, and having much jea- 
louſy over their own hearts, And all the appearances 
of a real change of heart have followed; and grace has 
acted, from time to time, after the ſame manner it uſed 
to act in thoſe that were converted formerly; except 
that in many, light and comfort have been in a higher 
degree. Many very young children have been thus 
wrought upon. There have been ſome inſtances very 
much like thoſe demoniacs, Mark i. 26, and ix, 26. of 
whom we read, that „when the devil had cried with 
a loud voice, and rent them lore, he came out of them.“ 
And probably thole inſtances were deſigned for a type 
of ſuch things as thele, Some have ſeveral turns of 
great agonies, before they are delivered; and ſome have 
been in ſuch diſtreſſes, and it has paſſed off, and no deli- 
verance at all has followed, 

42. Some object againſt it, as great confuſion, when 
there is a number together, in ſuch circumſtances; and 
ſay, „God cannot be the author of it, becauſe he is 
„the God of order, not of contulion,”” But let it be 

cCconſidered, 
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conſidered, what is the proper notion of confuſion, 
but the breaking that order of things, whereby they 
are duly directed to their end, ſo that the order and 
the due connettion of means being broken, they fail of 
their end: but conviction and converſion of ſinners is 
the end of religious means, Not but I think perfons 
ſmhould endeavour to refrain from ſuch outward mauifeſ- 
tations, in thetime of the folemn worſhip, But if God 
is pleaſed to convince the conſciences of perſons, ſo that 
they cannot avoid great outward manifeſtations, even to 
the interrupting, and breaking off thoſe public means 
they were attending, I do not think this is confuſion, 
or an unhappy interruption 3 any more than if a com- 

any ſhould meet in the held to pray for rain, and ſhould 
be broken oft from their exercite by a plentiful ſhower, 
Would to God that all the public aſſemblies in the land 
were broken off from their public exerciſes with ſuch 
confuſion as this the next ſabbath- day! We need not 
be ſorry for the breaking the order of the means, b 
obtaining the end to which that order is directed: He 
that is going a journey to fetch a treaſure, need not be 
ſorry that he is ſtopped, by meeting the treaſure in the 
midſt of his journey, 

Beſides thoſe that are overcome with conviction and diſ- 
treſs, I have ſeen many that have had their bodily ſtrength 
taken away with a ſenſe of the glorious excellency of 
the Redeemer, and the wonders of his dying love; with 
a very uncommon ſenſe of their own littleneſs, and ex- 
ceeding vileneſs attending it, with all expreſſions and 
appearances of the greateſt abaſement and abhorrence 
of themſelves: And many have been even overcome 
with pity to the ſouls of others, and longing for their 
ſalvation, + 

43. Asto the imprudences andirregularities that have 
been; it is not at all to be wondered at, that a refor- 
mation, after a long continued, and almoſt umverſal 
deadneſs, ſhould at firlt be attended with ſuch things, 
When God at firſt began his great work for the deli- 
verance of his people, after their long continued bon— 
dage in Egypt, there were falſe wonders mixed with 
true, for a while; which hardened the unbelieving 
Egyptians, and made them to doubt of the divinity of the 
whole work, When day-light firſt appears after a night 
of darkneſs, we muſt expect to have darkneſs mixt with 

| light, 
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light, for a while, and not have perfett day, and the 
ſun riſen at once, The fruits of the earth are green 
before they are ripe, and come to their perfection gra- 
dually; and io Chriſt tells us is the kingdom of God, 
Mark iv. 26, 27, 28, © So is the kingdom of God; as 
if a man ſhould caſt ſeed into the ground, and ſhould 
ſleep, and riſe night and day; and the ſeed ſhould 
{pring and grow up, he knoweth not how : For the 
earth bringeth forth fruit of herſelf; firſt the blade; 
then the ear; then the full corn in the ear.“ 

The 1mprudences and errors that have attended this 
work, are the leſs to be wondered at, if it be conſidered, 
that it is chiefly young perſons that have been the ſub- 
Jets of it. And doubtleſs it has been one occaſion of 
much of the miſconduct there has been, that in many 
places, people who are the ſubjeéts of this work of 
God's ſpirit, ſee plainly that their miniſters have an ill 
Opinion of the work; and therefore, with jult reaſon, 
dare not apply themſelves to them as their guides in 
this work; and fo are without guides: And no wonder 
that when a people are 2s ſheep without a ſhepherd, 
they wander out of the way, A people, in ſuch cir- 
cumitances eſpecially, ſtand in great and continual 
need of guides, and their guides ſtand in continual 
need of much more wiſdom than they have of their 
own. And if a people have miniſters that favour the 
work, and rcjoice in it, yet it is not to be expected that 
either people or minilters ſhould know fo well how to 
conduct themſelves in ſuch an extraordinary ſtate of 
things, while it is new, and what they never had any 
experience of before, as they may, after they have had 
experience and time, to ice the tendency, conſequences, 
and iſſue of things. 

44. II. Let us all be hence warned, “By no means 
«© to oppole, or do any thing, in the leaſt to hinder that 
„% work that has lately been carried on in the land,” 

The example of the Fews in Chriſt's and the Apoſtles“ 
times, 15 enough to beget in thoſe that do not acknow- 
ledge this work, a great jealouſy of themſelves, and to 
make them exceeding cautious of what they ſay or do, 
Chriſt then was in the world, and the world knew him 
not: He came to his own, by profeſhon, and his 
own received him not, That coming of Chriſt had 
been much ſpoken of in ſcripture, and had been long 


expected: 


/ ¾ (r 


2 


8 gk nd 


OF A WORK OF THE SPIRIT. 35 


expected; and yet becauſe Chriſt came in a man- 
ner that they did not expect, they would not own him, 
but oppoſed him, counted him a madman, and the 
ſpirit that he wrought by the ſpirit of the devil. They 
ſtood and wondered at the great things that were done 
but yet they met with ſo many ſtumbling-blocks, that 
they finally would not acknowledge him, And when 
the Spirit of God came to be ſo wonderfully poured 
out in the Apoſtles* days, they looked upon it to be 
confuſion and diſtrattion, They were aſtoniſhed by 
what they ſaw and heard, but not convinced, And 
eſpecially was the work of God then rejected, by thoſe 
that were molt conceited of their own underitanding 
and knowledge, agreeable to Iſaiah xxix. 14. © There» 
fore behold, 1 will proceed to do a marvellous work 
amongſt this people, even a marvellous work and a 
wonder; for the wiſdom of their wile men ſhall periſh, 
and the underſtanding of their prudent men ſhall be 
hid.” And many of them that had been in reputation 


for religion and piety, had a great ſpite 2gainlt the 


work, becauſe they ſaw it tended to diminiſh their ho- 
nour, and to reproach their formality and lukewarm— 
neſs, Yea, ſome maliciouſly and openly oppoled and 
reproached the work of the Spirit of God, and called 

it the work of the devil. 
There is another coming of Chriſt, a ſpiritual coming, 
to let up his kingdom in the world, that is as much 
ipoken of in ſcripture prophecy, as "that firſt coming 
of Chriſt was, that has been long expected by the 
church of God; and we have reaſon to think will be, 
in many reſpetts, parallel with the other. And cer. 
tainly, that low ſtate that the viſible Church of God 
has lately been ſunk into, is very parallel with the 
{tate of the Jewiſh Church, when Chriſt came; and 
therefore no wonder at all, that when Chriſt comes, 
his work ſhould appeara ſtrange work to molt, Whether 
the work that 1s now. wrought, be the beginning of that 
great coming of Chriſt to ſet up his kingdom, that is fo 
much ſpoken of, or no; yet it is evident from what hag 
been ſaid, that it is a work of the ſame ſpirit, and of the 
ſame nature, And there 1s no reaſon to doubt, but that 
for perſons to continue long to refuſe to acknowledge 
Chriſt in the work, eſpecially thoſe that are ſet to be 
teachers in his Church, will be in like manner pro- 

voking 
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voking to God, as it was in the Jews of old, to refuſe 
to acknowledge Chriſt; and that, notwithſtanding 
what they may plead of the great ſtumbling-blocks that 
are in the way, and the cauſe they have to doubt of the 
Work. 

45. Thoſe that cannot believe the work to be true, 
becauſe of the extraordinary degree and manner of it, 
ſhould conſider how it was with the unbelieving lord 
in Samaria, who laid, „ Behold, if the Lord would 
make windows in heaven, might this thing be?” To 
whom Zlifha ſaid, 4 Behold thou ſhalt ſee it with thine 
eyes, but ſhalt not eat thereof.” Let all to whom this 


work is a cloud and darkneſs, as the pillar of cloud and 


fire was to the Egyptians, take heed that it be not their 
deſtruction, as that was theirs, while it gave light to 
God's Iſrael. 

] would pray thoſe that quiet themſelves with that, 
that they proceed on a principle of prudence, and are 
waiting to ſce what the iſſue of things will be, and what 
fruits men will bring forth in their lives and converſa- 
tions, would conſider, whether this will juſtify a long 
refraining from acknowledging Chriſt, when he ap- 
pears ſo wonderfully in the land, It is probable that 
many of thoſe that are thus waiting, know not what 
they are waiting for: If they wait to ſce a work of 
God without difficulties and ſtumbling-blocks, that will 
be like the fool waiting at the river fide to have the 
water all run by, A work of God without {tumbling- 
blocks is never to be expected; „It muſt needs be that 
offences come,” There never yet was any great ma- 
nifeſtation that God made of himſelf to the world, 
without many difficulties attending it, It is with the 
works of God, as it 1s with the word of God ; they 
are full of thoſe things that ſeem ſtrange and 1ncon- 


 fiitent and difficult to the unbelieving hearts of men, 


Chriſt and his work always was, and always will be a 
ſtone of ſtumbling, and rock of offence; a gin and a 
ſnare to many. The prophet Hoſea, in the laſt chapter 
of his prophecy, ſpeaking of a glorious revival of re- 
ligion in God's Church, when Cod“ would be as the 
dew unto Iſrael, and he ſhould grow as the lilly, and 
caſt forth his roots as Lebanon,” concludes all thus, 
« Whois wiſe ? and he ſhall underſtand theſe things; 
prudent? and he ſhall know them, For the ways of 
the 


_ — —— — —— xt. 


—- 


, ¶ / PE. ET, bas 


” Sw WO. 9 0 WW --. 6 


— 
wy ww 


* 


3 


OF A WORK OF THE SPIRIT. 37 


the Lord are right, and the juſt ſhall walk in them, but 
the tranſgreſſors ſhall fall therein.” 

It is probable that the ſtumbling-blocks that now 
attend this work, will in ſome reſpects be increaſed, 
and not diminiſhed, Particularly, we probably ſhall 
ſee more inſtances of apoſtacy and grols iniquity among 
profeſſors. And if one kind of ſtumbling- blocks are 
removed, it is to be expected that others will come, It is 
with Chriſt's works, as it was with his parables; things 
that are difficult to men's dark minds, are ordered of 
purpoſe, for the trial of perſons diſpoſitions and ſpiri- 
tual ſenſe, Thoſe that are now waiting to ſee the iſſue 
of this work, think they ſhall be better able to deter- 
mine by and by; but they are probably, many of them 
miſtaken, The Jews that ſaw Chrilt's miracles, warted 
to ſee better evidences of his being the Meſſiah; they 
wanted a ſign from Heaven; but they waited in vain; 
their {tumbling-blocks did not diminiſh, but increale ; 
they found no end to them; and ſo were more and 
more hardened in their unbelief. 


46. It is to be wondered at, that thoſe who have 


doubted of the work that has been attended with ſuch 


uncommon external appearances, ſhould be eaſy in their 


doubts, without taking through pains to inform them- 


ſelves, by going where ſuch things have been to be 


ſeen, and narrowly oblerving them, and diligently en- 
quiring into them ; not contenting themſelves only with 
obſcrving two or three inſtances, nor reſting till they 
were fully informed by their own obſervation, I do 
not doubt, but that if this courſe had been taken, it 
would have convinced all whoſe minds are not ſhut up 
againſt conviction, How greatly have they erred, who 
only from the uncertain reports of others, have ven- 
tured to ſpeak fſlightingly of theſe things? That cau- 
tion of an unbelieving Jew might teach them more 
prudence, Acts v. 38, 99. Refrain from theſe men, 
and let them alone; for if this counſel, or this work be 
of Men, it will come to nought ; but if it be of God, 
ye cannot overthrow it: leſt haply ye be found to fight 
againlt God,” | 

I come now in the | 

47 III. and laſt Place, to apply myſelf to thoſe. 
chat are the friends of this work, who have been par- 
takers of it, or are zealous to promote it, Let me ear- 
Mt: d: E neltly 
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neſtly exhort ſuch © to give diligent heed to themſelves, 
« to avoid all errors and miſconduct, and whatſoever 
„ may darken and obſcure the work, and give occaſion 
& to thoſe that ſtand ready to reproach it.“ The Apol- 
tle was careful to cut off occaſion from thoſe that 
deſired occaſion. The ſame Apoſtle exhorts Titus, to 
maintain that ſtri& care and watch over himſelf, that 
both his preaching and behaviour might be ſuch as 
& could not be condemned; that he who was of the 
contrary part might be aſhamed, having no evil thing 
to ſay of them,” Tit. ii. 7, 8. We had need to be 
& wile as ſerpents, and harmleſs as doves.“ It is of 
no ſmall conſequence that we ſhould behave ourſelves 
innocently and e & We muſt expect that the 
great enemy of this work will try his utmoſt with us; 
and he will eſpecially triumph if he can prevail againſt 
any of us: He knows it will do more to further his in- 
tereſt, than if he prevailed againit an hundred others, 
We had need to watch and pray, for we are but little 
children; this roaring hon 1s too ſtrong for us, and this 
old ſerpent too ſubtle for us, | | 

Humility, ſelf-diffidence, and an entire dependance 
on our Lord, will be our beſt defence, Let us there- 
fore maintain the ſtrifteſt watch againſt ſpiritual pride, 
or a being lifted up with extraordinary experiences and 
comforts, We had need, after ſuch favours, in a ſpe- 
cial manner to keep a ſtrict and jealous eye upon our 
own hearts, leſt there ſhould ariſe high thoughts of 
ourſelves, as being now eee favourites of heaven. 
When we have great diſcoveries of God made to our 
ſouls, we ſhould not ſhine bright in our own eyes, 
Moſes, when he had been converſing with God in the 
mount, tho“ his face ſhone ſo as to dazzle the eyes of 
Aaron and the people, yet he did not ſhine in his own 
eyes; he wiſt not that his face ſhone, Let none think 
themſelves out of danger of this ſpiritual pride, God 
ſaw that the Apoſtle Paul himſelf was not out of dan- 
ger of it, no not when he had juſt been converſing 
with God in the third heaven: See 2 Cor. xii, 7. 
Pride is the firſt fin that ever entered into the Univerſe, 
and it lies loweſt of all in the foundation of the whole 
building of lin, and is the moſt ſ:cret, deceitful, and 


'un{carchable in its way of working, of any luſt what-' 


ſoever. It is ready to mix with every thing; 8 
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thing is ſo hateful to God, and contrary to the Spirit 
of the Goſpel; and there is no one fin that does ſo 
much let in the devil into the hearts of men, and ex- 
pole them to his deluſions, I have ſeen it in many in- 
itances. The devil has come in at this door, preſently 
after ſome extraordinary communion with God, and 
has wofully deluded and led them aſtray, till God has 
mercifully opened their eyes: And they themſelves 
have afterwards been ſenſible, that it was pride that 
betrayed them, 

48, Some of the true friends of the work of God's 
Spirit have erred in giving too much heed to impulſes 
and ſtrong impreſſions of their minds. Theſe imprel- 
ions, if they are truly from the Spirit of God, are of 
a quite different nature from the gracious influences of 
the Spirit of God on the heart, They are of the nature 
of the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, which the 
Apoltle diitingutthes from the grace of the Spirit, 
1 Cor, xii, 

But his ordinary gracious influences are by far the 
molt excellent and gloridus, as the Apoſtle largely 
ſhews in the firit of Corinthians, begiuning with the 
gilt Verle of the 12th Chapter, Where ſpeaking of the 
extraordinary gitts of the Spirit, he ſays, But covet 
earneſtly the belt gifts; and yet I ſhew you a more ex- 
cellent way, i. e. a more excellent way of the Inilue 
ence of the Spirit; And then he gocs on in the next 
Chapter, to ſhew what more excellent way is, even 
that which is in the grace of the Spirit, which ſum» 
marily conliſts in charity, or divine love, A man may 
have thoſe extraordinary gitts, and yet be abominable 
to God, and go to bell: The ſpiritual and eternal life 
of the ſoul docs not conilt in the extraordinary gifts 
of the Spirit: This, and not thole, is that influence of 
the Spirit of God, which God beſtows only on his dear 
children: He has ſumetimes thrown out the other to 
dogs and ſwine, as he did to Balaam, Saul, and judas, 
Many wicked men at the day of Judgment will plead, 
„% Have we not prophehed in thy name, and in thy 
name caſt out devils, and in thy name done many 
wonderful works,” The greateſt privilege of the pro- 
pros and apoſties, was not their working mitacles, 
ut their eminent holineſs, The grace that was in 
their hearts, was a thouland times more their dignity 
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honour, than their miraculous gifts, To have grace in 
the heart is an higher privilege than the bleſſed virgin 
herſelf had, in having the body of the ſecond perſon 
in the Trinity conceived in her womb, by the power of 
the higheſt overſh-dowing her, Luke xi. 27, 28, © And 
it came to pals as he ſpake theſe things, a certain wo- 
man of the company lift up her voice, and ſaid unto 
him; bleſſed is the womb that bare thee, and the paps 
that thou haſt ſucked ; But he ſaid, yea, rather bleſſed 
are they that hear the word of God and keep it,” 

49. The ordinary ſanctifying influences of the Spirit 
of God are the end of all extraordinary gifts, as the 
Apoſtle ſhews, Eph. iv. 11, 12, 13. They are good 
for nothing, any further than as they are ſubordinate 
to this end; they will be {o far from profiting any with 
out it, that they will only aggravate their miſery, This 
is, as the Apoſlle obſerves, the molt excellent way of 
God's communicating his Spirit to his Church; it is the 
greateſt glory of the Church in all ages, This glory is 
what makes the ſtate of the Church on earth molt like 
the ſtate of the church in heaven, waere prophecy 
and tongues, and other miraculous gifis ceaſe, and are 
vaniſhed away, and God communicates his Spirit only 
in that more excellent way that the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, 
viz, Charity, or divine Love, which never faileth. There- 
fore the glory of the approaching happy ſtate of the 
Church does not at all require thele extraordinary gifts, 
As that ſtate of the church will be the neareit of ary 
to its perfect ſtate in heaven, ſo perhaps it will be like 
it in this, that all extraordinary gifts ſnall have ceaſed 
and vaniihed away; and all thole itars and moon, with 
the reflected light they gave in the night, or a more 
dark ſeaſon, ſhall be ſwallowed up in the fun of divine 
love. The Apoſtle {peaks of thoſe gifts of inſpuation 
as childiſh things, in compariion of the influence of 
the ſpirit in divine love, things given to the church 
only to ſupport it in its minority, till the church 
ſhould have a complete ſtanding rule eſtabliſhed, and 
all the ordinary means of grace ſhould be ſettled; but 
as things that ſhould ceaſe, as the church advanced 
above its childiſh ſtate, and ſhould entirely vaniſh, 
u hen the church ſhould come to the ſtate of manhood ; 
1 Cor, xiii. 11. When I was a child, I ſpake as a 
child, I underſtood as a child, I thought as a * 
| ut 


OF A WORK OF IHE SPIRIT. 41 


but when I became a man, I put away childiſh things.“ 

For my part, I had rather enjoy the ſweet influences 
of the Spirit, ſhewing Chriſt's infinite grace, and dying 
love, drawing from the holy exerciſes of faith, and 
humble joy in God, one quarter of an hour, than to 
have prophetical viſions and revelations for a whole 
year. It appears to me much more probable that God 
ſhould give ſuch revelations to his ſaints in the dark 
times of popery, than now in the approach of the moſt 
glorious and perfect ſtate of his church on earth. It 
does not appear, that there is any need of thoſe ex- 
traordinary gifts, to introduce this happy ſtate, and ſet 
up the kingdom of God through the world; I have 
ſeen ſo much of the power of God in a more excellent 
way, as to convince me that God can caſily do it with- 
Out. | 

I would therefore intreat the people of God to be 
very cautious how they give heed to {uch things. I 
have ſeen them fail in very many inſtances; and know 
by experience that impreſſions being made with great 
power, and preſently after, yea in the midſt of ſweet 


communion with God, and attended with texts of ſcrip- 


ture ſtrongly impreſſed on the mind, arc no ſure ſigns 
of their being Revelations from heaven ; for I have 
known ſuch impreſſions fail, and prove vain by the 
event, in {ome 1nitances attended with all theſe circum- 
ſtances, | 

50. Neither let us deſpiſe human learning. They 
that ſay human learning is of little or no uſe in the 
work of the miniſtry do not conlider what they ſay; 
it they did, they would not ſay it. By human learns 
ing 1 mean, and ſuppoſe others mean, the improvement 
of the common knowledge which men have, by human 
and outward mear:s, And therefore to ſay that human 
learning is of no ule, is as much as to fay that the edu- 
cation of a child, or that the common knowledge that a 
grown man has, more than a little child, is of no uſe; 
and ſo that a child of four years old, is as fit for a 

teacher in the church of God, with the ſame degree of 
grace, and capable of doing as much to advance the 
kingdom of Chriit, by his inſtruction, as any under- 


ſtanding knowing man of thirty years of age. If adult 


| 1383 have greater ability and advantage to do ſervice, 
cauſe they have more human knowledge than a mw 
| I | ; child, 
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child, then doubtleſs if they have more human knows 
ledge flill, with the {ame degree of grace, they would 
have ſtill greater ability and advantage to do ſervice, 
An ran of knowledge, without doubt, increaſes a 
man's advantage either to do good or hurt, according 
as he is diſpoſed, It is too manifeſt to be denied, that 
God made great uſe of human learning in the Apoltle 
Paul, as he allo did in Moſes and Solomon. 

And if knowledge, obtained by human means, is not 
to be deſpiſed, then it will follow that the means of 
obtaining it are not to be neglected, viz. Study; and 
that this is of great uſe in order to a preparation for a 
Frier inſtructing others. And tho? undoubtedly, an 
having the heart full of the powerful influences of the 
ſpirit of God, may at fome Times cnable perſons to 
ſpeak profitably, yea very excellently, without ſtudy ; 
yet this will not warrant us needlelsly to caſt ourſelves 
down from the pinacle of the temple, depending upon 
it that the angel of the Lord will bear us up, and keep 
us from daſhing cur foot againſt a ſtone, when there is 
another way to go down, tho! it be not fo quick, And 
I would pray that that method, which tends greatly to 
help both the underſtanding and memory, may not be 
wholly neglected. 

1 beg of thoie that Have a true zeal for promoting 
this work of God, that God has begun in the land, 
well to conſider theſe things, I am perſuaded that as 
many of them as have much to do with ſouls, if they 
do not hearken to me now, yet will be of the ſame 
mind when they have had more experience, 

51. One other thing that I would intreat the friends 
of this work of God to avoid, is managing the contro- 
verly with oppoſers with too much heat, and appears 
ance of an angry zeal ; and paiticularly inſiſting very 
much on the perſecution of oppoſers. If their perſe- 
cut ion were ten times ſo great as it is, methinks it would 
not be beſt to ſay ſo much about it. It becomes chriſ- 
tians to be like lambs, not to be apt to complain and 
cry when they are hurt; to be dumb and not open their 
mouth, after the example of our dear Redeemer ; and 
not to be like ſwine, that are apt to {cream aloud when 
they are touched, We ſhould not be ready preſently 
to think and ſpeak of fire from heaven, when the Sa- 


'matitans oppole us, and will not reccive us into their 


villages, 
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villages, God's zealous miniſters would do well to 
think of the direction the Apoſtle Paul gave to a zea- 
lous miniſter, 2 Tim. ii. 25, 26, „ The ſervant. of 
the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle unto all men, 
apt to teach, patient; in meeknels inſtructing thoſe 
that oppole themſelves, if God, peradventure, will give 
them repentance, to the acknowledging of the truth, 
And that they may recover themſelves out of the ſnare 
of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will,” 
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